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Physician Information



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program

• Implements the provisions of P.A. 100-1114 
• Creates a new program allowing qualifying patients access to medical 

cannabis
• Opioid Alternative Pilot Program  (OAPP) is separate and distinct from the 

Medical Cannabis Patient Program (MCPP) which is limited to patients 
diagnosed with a qualifying debilitating medical conditions

• Eligible patients have a current prescription for an opioid, OR patient could be 
prescribed an opioid based on generally accepted standards of care

• Offers physicians an additional approach to treatment for patients 
with chronic or acute conditions



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
General Provisions

• Qualifying patients
• Patient has a current prescription for an opioid, OR patient could be prescribed 

an opioid based on generally accepted standards of care
• Must be 21 or older at the time of registration
• No caregiver provisions for OAPP
• Cannot have a Commercial Driver’s License or School Bus Permit
• Cannot change dispensary during 90-day registration period

• Once the patient registers, the OAPP registration is valid for 90 days



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
General Provisions

• All registered patients are limited to 2.5 ounces of medical cannabis 
every 14-days. No waiver for the allowable amount

• No dual registration in OAPP and MCPP
• Patients with a qualifying debilitating condition may apply for MCPP

• After 90-day registration period, qualifying patients can register again 
with the submission of another physician certification



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
OAPP v MCPP

• Physician certification
• MCPP – paper certification document provided to patient by physician
• OAPP – on-line submission of certification in secure Illinois Cannabis Tracking 

System

• Registration period
• MCPP – patient may register for a 1-, 2-, or 3-year enrollment period
• OAPP – registration period limited to 90-days

• Fees
• MCPP - $100 for a one-year registration card
• OAPP - $10 for every 90 day period



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
State Agency Partners
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Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Non-state Partners and Stakeholders

• Licensed MDs and DOs
• Must be licensed to practice in Illinois and hold a valid Illinois Controlled 

Substances License at the time of issuing the Physician Certification

• Licensed Dispensaries
• Qualifying patient may visit a licensed dispensary to register for OAPP
• Sale of medical cannabis to registered patients

• Certified Local Health Departments
• Qualifying patient may visit a LHD to register for OAPP
• Physician education about OAPP



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Qualifying Patient Requirements

• Patient has a current prescription for an opioid OR patient could be 
prescribed an opioid based on generally accepted standards of care

• Physician agrees that medical cannabis is a viable treatment option
• Patient must be 21 years old or older at the time of registration
• No caregiver provision for OAPP
• Cannot have a Commercial Driver’s License or School Bus Permit



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Requirements

• Doctor of medicine or osteopathy who has a current, valid Illinois 
license under the Medical Practice Act of 1987, and has a current, 
valid Illinois controlled substances license

• Bona-fide physician-patient relationship with the qualifying patient. 
The relationship may not be limited to issuing a written certification 
for the patient or a consultation simply for that purpose

• Complies with generally accepted standards of medical practice, 
applicable State and federal rules specific to physician practice



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Requirements

The physician must:
• Have responsibility for the ongoing care and treatment of the 

qualifying patient 
• Complete an in-person, full assessment of the patient’s medical 

history and current medical condition, including a physical 
examination, not more than 30 days prior to submission of the 
certification

• Complete an assessment of the patient’s medical history, including 
reviewing medical records from other treating physicians from the 
previous 12 months



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Requirements

A physician shall not:
• Accept, solicit, or offer any form of remuneration from or to a qualifying 

patient, cultivation center, dispensing organization, including each principle 
officer, board member, agent and employee

• Offer a discount or any other item of value to a patient who uses or agrees 
to use a particular primary caregiver, or dispensing organization to obtain 
medical cannabis

• Conduct a in person physical examination of a patient for purposes of 
completing a Physician Certification at a location where medical cannabis is 
sold or distributed, or at the address of a principal officer, agency, 
employee, or a medical cannabis organization



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Requirements

A physician shall not:
• Hold a direct or indirect economic interest in a cultivation center or 

dispensing organization if he or she recommends the use of medical 
cannabis to qualified patients or is in a partnership with a physician 
who recommends medical cannabis

• Serve on the board of directors or as an employee of a cultivation 
center or dispensing organization

• Refer patients to a cultivation center or a dispensary
• Advertise in a cultivation center or dispensing organization



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Requirements

A physician may:
• Accept payment from a patient for the fee associated with the in-

person physical examination required prior to issuing the written 
certification for the qualifying patient, including billing health 
insurance for an office visit

• Revoke the certification of a qualifying patient if:
• the patient ceases to require an opioid for treatment for their disease or 

condition
• the bona-fide physician-patient relationship ceases, or
• the physician believes continued use of medical cannabis would result in 

contraindication with the patient’s other medication. 



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Illinois Cannabis Tracking System

• Illinois Cannabis Tracking System is the software physicians and 
qualifying patients will use to register for OAPP

• Secure on-line system
• The physician will enter the Physician Certification
• The patient registers and selects his/her Physician Certification to complete 

the registration process
• Once registered, the patient receives an immediate electronic “registry card” 

to permit access to a medical cannabis dispensary for 90 days
• Registration may be repeated every 90 days by the physician and the patient



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Registration Process
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Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Certification

• Entire process will be on-line
• Physician will be required to register with the IDPH OAPP

• Verification of license credentials
• Secure Physician PIN # for submission of PCs

• PC must be submitted before a qualifying patient can complete their 
registration for OAPP

• Once submitted by the physician, the patient has 30 days to apply for the 
program and use PC  

• If the physician determines the registered patient should continue in OAPP, 
a new PC can be entered within 30 days of expiration

• In-person office visit is required; no telemedicine



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Illinois Cannabis Tracking System



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Registration in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Registration in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Registration in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Physician Registration in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Completing a PC in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Completing a PC in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Completing a PC in ICTS
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Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Completing a PC in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Completing a PC in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Completing a PC in ICTS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Registration Process
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Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Patient Registration

• After in-person office visit, the 
qualifying patient is ready to 
enroll in OAPP

• Registration assistance at 
licensed dispensary or certified 
local health department

• If the physician has submitted a 
PC for the patient, it can be 
accessed at the time of 
registration



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Registration Process
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Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Patient Registration

• OAPP registered patient will 
receive an email with their 
registry card information

• No hard plastic registry cards will 
be printed for OAPP

• The patient must show their 
Medical Cannabis card each time 
at the dispensary.



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Re-enrollment

• No more than 30 days before the expiration date of the OAPP 
registration, the patient may contact their physician for an 
appointment to review their continued participation in the program

• Re-enrollment requires:
• Office Visit (in-person only, no telemedicine or call-in allowed)
• New physician certification submitted on-line by doctor
• Updated registration and $10 co-payment

• Patients with a qualifying debilitating condition may choose to enroll 
in the traditional MCPP



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Implementation Timeline

• IDPH currently in design/build 
phase for ICTS

• Projected “go live” date is 
January 31



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Efforts Underway

• OAPP Patient brochure
• Physician brochure
• Physician guide to on-

line PC submission
• ICTS User Guide
• Evaluation Efforts
• BRFSS



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program

Website address for the registration portal:



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Questions?

Please enter your 
questions in the  
webinar chat. 
Click on 



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Can a PC be amended in ICTS?



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Can the physician revoke a PC in ICTS?



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Can the physician revoke a PC in ICTS?

• New field opens asking for a 
revocation reason

• The patient ceases to suffer from 
the condition

• The physician/patient relationship 
has been terminated

• The continued use of cannabis is 
contraindicated for the patient

• PIN number
• Physician signature



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Can the physician revoke a PC in ICTS?



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Questions?

Will patients who are prescribed buprenorphine or other recovery-related opioid treatment meds 
be allowed to use OAPP in conjunction with their current treatment? 
It is up to the physician to make a decision about whether medical cannabis can be a treatment 
alternative or a complement to the patient’s current treatment.  Physicians are not mandated to 
submit a physician certification on behalf of a patient if the use of medical cannabis is 
contraindicated for a patient.
Since OAPP is sharing data with the Illinois PMP, will medical cannabis purchases made by patients 
show up on the PMP and be visible to anyone to see and track?
The tracking of medical cannabis is maintained in a confidential tracking system and will not be 
available through the PMP. The PMP will receive data from the OAPP registry system which includes 
the patient’s demographic information, information about the physician who issued the PC and data 
regarding the patient’s diagnosis



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program
Questions?

What is the minimum age allowed for patients trying to use OAPP?
Patient eligibility for the OAPP is limited to those who are at least 21 years old at the time 
of registration.
What happens if a patient on the OAPP picks up an opiate from a pharmacy? Do they get 
kicked out of the program? 
The law anticipates some patients will be dual users, meaning they will have a prescription 
for an opiate and their physician will certify them to participate in the OAPP.  It is up to the 
physician to determine if this is appropriate for a patient’s condition.
Can a patient access OAPP if they enter in-patient rehab during the 90 day period?
OAPP does not allow a caregiver to purchase or transport medical cannabis on behalf of a 
patient, therefore, a patient in an in-patient program may not be able to access medical 
cannabis because they cannot visit a dispensary.  If the patient is remanded to in-patient 
treatment, the physician may consider whether revocation of the physician certification is 
warranted



Opioid Alternative Pilot Program

Would you like a webinar 
for your physician 
practice?
dph.oapp@Illinois.gov

Website
www.dph.Illinois.gov

mailto:dph.oapp@Illinois.gov
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/
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